《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes - Mark》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 2
In the prophets; Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1; Matthew 3:3; Matthew 11:10. 

Verses 3-8
John the Baptist. Matthew 3:1-12. For the reception of spiritual blessings, preparation is needful; and those things which tend to hinder men from feeling this, and making preparation, should be carefully avoided. 

Verse 7
The more men receive of the illuminating and purifying influences of the Holy Spirit, the more humble will be their views of themselves, and the more exalted their views of the Redeemer. 

Verses 9-11
Jesus baptized. Matthew 3:13-17. 

Verse 12
Driveth him; constraineth or inclineth him. The same word, in Matthew 9:38, is translated "send forth." 

Verse 13
No situation in this world is free from temptation; and in solitude men are often more exposed to it than in company. There may be solicitations to evil, and no inclination to comply with them; and thus men may be strongly tempted, and yet not commit sin. Resistance of temptation may increase their holiness, and better fit them for the duties of life. James 1:2-3; 1 Peter 1:6-7. 

Verse 14
Put in prison; Matthew 14:3. 

Verse 15
The time is fulfilled; the time for the coming of the Messiah, as predicted. Daniel 9:24-27. 

Verses 16-20
Disciples of Christ called. Matthew 4:18-22, Luke 5:1-11; Luke 5:27-28 

Verse 18
Those whom Christ calls to preach the gospel, should forsake whatever would hinder them; and though they relinquish their prospects of temporal gain on earth, they may expect, if faithful, eternal gain in heaven. 

Verse 22
As one that had authority; Matthew 7:29. 

Verse 24
To destroy us; he speaks in the name of himself and the other demons. 

The Holy One of God; the Messiah. 

Verse 25
Hold thy peace; the demons everywhere recognized Jesus as the Messiah, but he uniformly commanded them to hold their peace. It was neither the time to proclaim his Messiahship, nor were they the proper heralds. 

Verse 26
Torn him; convulsed him. Luke adds that he "hurt him not," Mark 4:35. 

Verse 27
New doctrine; it was not merely the new revelations of truth that Jesus made which excited their astonishment, but also the new manifestations of divine power that accompanied it. 

With authority; in his own name, and with sovereign power: he commanded, and they obeyed. 

Verse 30
Simon’s wife’s mother; Matthew 8:14-15. Whatever may be the maladies of body or soul, of ourselves or our friends, there is encouragement to apply to Jesus Christ for relief, and no difficulties are so great that he cannot remove them. 

Verse 34
They knew him; they knew that he was the Messiah, but he did not wish them to proclaim it. See note on verse Mark 1:25. 

Verse 35
Early rising, for the purpose of engaging in secret prayer before entering on the duties of the day, is the dictate of true wisdom, and is highly conducive to health, excellence, usefulness, and enjoyment. 

Verse 37
All men; this is a specimen of the manner in which the word all is sometimes used in the Bible, meaning, not literally every individual, but very many, as in verse Mark 1:5. 

Verse 38
Therefore came I forth; that he might preach the gospel in various places. 

Verse 40
If thou wilt; Matthew 8:2-4. This was an acknowledgment of his divine power. 

Verse 41
I will; this was the claiming and exercising of divine power. 

Verse 43
Straitly; strictly. 

Verse 44
Say nothing to any man; about the cure. See note on Matthew 8:4. 

Show thyself to the priest; Leviticus 14:2. This would show the priest that the cure was real, and give to him, as well as others, evidence that Jesus was the Messiah. 

Verse 45
Blaze abroad; openly and publicly proclaim it. 

Could no more; this shows the manner in which could, could not, and other words denoting ability or inability, are sometimes used in the Bible-referring not to natural power, but to difficulties which stand in the way, and the disposition of a person to encounter and overcome them. It was said of Joseph’s brethren, Genesis 37:4, that they "could not speak peaceably unto him." This was for want of disposition, not of power. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 2
The word; the word of God, the truths of the gospel. 

Verse 3
Borne of four; carried by four men. Matthew 9:2-8. 

Verse 4
Press; the crowd of people. 

Uncovered the roof; the roofs of the houses were then flat, and the sick man could be let down from them into the presence of Jesus. 

Verse 5
Their faith; their confidence in his willingness and power to heal. Sickness is often the means of leading men to feel their need of divine help; and application to Christ, with strong confidence in him, is the way to obtain it. 

Verse 8
Perceived in his spirit; by his knowledge of their hearts. 

Verse 9
The manner in which Jesus Christ, when on earth, performed miracles, showed that he was able to forgive sins, and of course was truly divine. 

Verse 10
Hath power; authority, right, and ability. 

Verse 11
Thy bed; the small couch on which he lay. 

Verse 12
On this fashion; they never before saw any one who could thus cure the palsy. 

Verse 13
Seaside; the sea of Galilee. Matthew 4:18. Hope of temporal blessings will often draw together multitudes of people; and when they are assembled, ministers of the gospel, if they have fit opportunity, should address them on the superior value of spiritual blessings, and point out the way to obtain them. 

Verse 14
Levi; the same as Matthew, Matthew 9:9. It was common among the Jews to have two or more names. 

Verses 15-17
Christ eats with publicans. Matthew 9:10-13. 

Verse 16
Kind social dealings at proper times, with all sorts of persons, in order to do them good, is essential to the highest excellence and the greatest usefulness; and none are so exalted, that they ought to think it beneath them. 

Verse 17
From all the occurrences of life we should endeavor to draw important instruction, and as we have opportunity, should communicate it for the benefit of others. 

Verses 18-22
Disciples fasting. Matthew 9:14-17. 

Verses 23-25
Plucking the ears of corn. Matthew 12:1-4. 

Verse 26
Abiathar the high-priest; in the days of Abiathar, who was afterwards high-priest. It appears from 1 Samuel 21:1-6, that Ahimelech was high-priest when David ate the show-bread. But Abiathar his son shortly after succeeded him, and was high-priest when David was king. 

Verse 27
The Sabbath was made for man; at the creation, Genesis 2:2-3, for his benefit and happiness. 

Not man for the Sabbath; it is not, by superstitious observance, to be perverted to a denial of the just claims of mercy. The day is to be kept in such a manner as God has shown to be best suited to make men holy, and fit them for that rest which remains for his people. Hebrews 4:9. As the Sabbath was made for the whole human race, they have a right to its rest and privileges. This right does not come from men, but from God, and its exercise is essential to their present and future good. It should therefore be highly prized and faithfully used, according to his command. Exodus 20:8. 

Verse 28
Therefore; because the Sabbath was made for man. The argument is from the design of the Sabbath. Since it was made for man’s good, the Son of man, who is God in human nature, who has come to redeem man, and who has all things pertaining to man’s good in his own hands, must also be the Lord of the Sabbath. Let the reader compare this passage with Matthew 12:1-8, and see how the argument continually rises. First, the Saviour justifies his disciples from an exceptional case, that of David when he was hungry; secondly, from the standing custom of profaning the Sabbath in its outward letter by the preparation of sacrifices, etc. Matthew 12:5; thirdly, from the design of the Sabbath; finally, from his own character and office, as God come in human nature to redeem man. As Jesus Christ is Lord of the Sabbath, and the day belongs to him, he has a right to direct as to the time and manner of observing it. Those who devote it to worldly business, travelling, or amusement, or who spend it in idleness, are guilty of robbing the Saviour, and expose themselves to his curse. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-5
The withered hand. Matthew 12:9-13. 

Verse 2
Hypocrites and persons who are guilty of great wickedness, are often disposed to find fault with and condemn the friends of God. 

Verse 4
It is lawful; which was most proper: to do good, as Jesus contemplated, or to do evil, as the Pharisees intended? to save the man’s life by removing his disease, or to leave him to die? They held their peace; no wonder, for they could not answer without condemning themselves. 

Verse 5
With anger; holy indignation, just displeasure against their sins, and grief on account of them. Indignation at the sins of men is perfectly consistent with the deepest compassion for their souls; and no opposition or danger from the wicked should hinder us from doing them good, as we have opportunity. 

Verse 7
The sea; the sea of Galilee. 

Judea; the southern and more thickly settled part of the country. 

Verse 8
Jerusalem; the chief city. 

Idumea; that is, the land of Edom, which was south of Palestine, and was settled by the descendants of Esau. During the Babylonish captivity, they took the south part of Palestine as far as the city of Hebron. This part of the country was afterwards called Idumea, and it is to this that Mark refers. 

Beyond Jordan; the east side of that river. 

Tyre and Sidon; Matthew 11:21. 

Verse 11
Unclean spirits; the persons whom evil spirits possessed. Their prostration of themselves before Jesus, and their acknowledgment of him as the Son of God, are ascribed to the unclean spirits, because these acts were done under their impulse. 

Verse 12
Not make him known; not proclaim him as the Messiah, because the proper time for this had not yet come, nor were they the proper heralds. See note on Mark 1:25. 

Verses 13-19
The apostles chosen. Matthew 10:1-4. 

Verse 20
Not so much as eat bread; they had no time for their regular meals. 

Verse 21
His friends; his relations. 

Lay hold on him; constrain him to retire from the multitude and take rest. 

Beside himself; deranged, because, in their view, he in his labors exceeded all reasonable bounds. That earnestness in the service of God, and that activity and perseverance in doing good which true religion inspires, appear to many to be indications of insanity, and awaken in them solicitude; while equal earnestness in the pursuit of worldly things awakens no such apprehensions, but is viewed with approbation. 

Verses 22-27
Casting out devils by Beelzebub. Matthew 12:24-30. 

Verse 28
All sins shall be forgiven; their sins are pardonable. They may repent, and on repentance and faith in Christ, receive forgiveness. 

Verse 29
Hath never forgiveness; he has done despite to the Holy Ghost, the author of all grace. He will never have grace to repent, believe on the Saviour, and receive pardon, but will die impenitent, and perish. See Matthew 12:32. 

Verse 30
He hath an unclean spirit; they said, he is possessed of the devil, and through Satanic influence works these miracles. Thus, by ascribing the work of God’s Spirit, Matthew 12:28, to Beelzebub, they blasphemed against the Holy Ghost. 

Verses 31-35
Christ’s brethren. Matthew 12:46-50. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 3-9
Parable of the sower. Matthew 13:1-9. Natural objects were designed, and should be used, to illustrate and enforce spiritual truths; and the providences of God are a striking commentary on his word. 

Verse 7
It is not enough to be excited under preaching, or in reading the Scriptures or the works of pious men, or to be much engaged in religion on the Sabbath. The influence of the Sabbath must be carried through the week. Men must be governed by the will of God in their business, as well as in their religious duties; and if need be, sacrifice property, ease, reputation, and even life itself, to honor him. 

Verses 10-13
Speaking in parables. Matthew 13:10-17. In the communication and reception of saving knowledge, human agency is needful; and would men be wise unto salvation, they must improve their opportunities to hear and understand divine truth. 

Verse 11
Mystery of the kingdom; the deeper truths of the gospel, which had not before been revealed. Them that are without, Matthew 3:2; without the circle of his disciples. These remained in ignorance through the hardness of their hearts, and their rejection of the light. This made it proper that the Saviour should instruct the multitude by parables, into the meaning of which the candid and teachable would inquire, and thus be made wise to salvation, while the careless and indifferent would neglect them. 

Verse 12
Not perceive; because they do not desire to know the truth. 

Not understand; because they do not, in the right way, use proper means. Thus they are not converted or turned from their evil ways, and their sins are not forgiven. 

Verse 13
Know ye not this parable? which is so plain and obvious. The words contain a gentle reproof for their dulness. 

Verses 14-20
Parable of the sower explained. Matthew 13:18-23. 

Verse 21
Is a candle brought; spoken here of the candle of Christ’s teachings, lighted in the souls of his disciples that they may let the light of their knowledge shine on others. Jesus Christ does not impart knowledge to men that they may keep it to themselves, but that they may impart it for the benefit of their fellow-men. 

Verse 22
Nothing hid; a candle is not lighted to be hid, or to shine only on itself, but to give light to men. So Christ’s instructions were explained to his disciples, not for their benefit merely, but to be by them communicated for the good of others. 

Verse 23
Let him hear; let him who has opportunities improve them, not only for his own sake, but for the sake of his fellow-men. 

Verse 24
With what measure-measured to you; the measure of sincere and earnest attention which you give to my instructions, will be the measure of knowledge which will be given back to you. If men do not improve their opportunities to obtain divine knowledge and prepare for the purity and bliss of heaven, these opportunities will soon cease, and they will be left in endless darkness and woe. 

Verse 25
He that hath; hath such a desire for divine knowledge as rightly to improve his opportunities, shall increase it. 

Hath not-shall be taken; if he has no desire to improve his opportunities, they will be taken away, and their benefits be lost. 

Verse 26
Kingdom of God; the reign of Christ in the hearts of men. 

Should cast seed, Matthew 3:12; the seed is the good word of God sown in the heart, and made fruitful by God’s grace. No one should be discouraged in efforts to do good, because he does not at once see the fruit of them. Let him go seasonably to rest at night, rise betimes in the morning, and spend each day in learning and doing the will of God, and God will make him useful. 

Verse 27
Should sleep, and rise night and day; should sleep by night and rise by day. The seed does not come suddenly to maturity, but by a gradual process, while he who sowed it pursues his ordinary course of labor and rest. 

Verse 28
Of herself; by the power which God gives, not man. 

First the blade; small shoot. 

Then the ear; the stalk and head. 

Full corn; the kernels full grown. 

Verse 29
Putteth in the sickle; he gathereth the fruits of his labor. Men in this matter are workers together with God. One plants, another waters or cultivates, and God gives the increase. So with the rise and progress of religion in the soul. Men must hear, understand, believe, and obey it. The power which leads them to do this, is of God. To illustrate still further the progressive nature of his religion, its great increase from a small beginning, he spoke the parable of the mustard-seed. 

Verses 30-32
Parable of the mustard-seed. Matthew 13:31-32. 

Verse 33
As they were able to hear it; as they were able to understand and profit by his instructions. Much evil may be done and much good be prevented by an untimely communication of truths which men will only misunderstand, pervert, and abuse. Time and manner demand attention, and call for wisdom as well as goodness, discretion as well as courage. 

Verse 34
Without a parable spake he not; in his public instruction of the multitude. 

Expounded all things to his disciples; that they might in due time explain them to others. 

Verse 35
The other side; of the sea of Galilee. 

Verses 37-41
Christ stills the tempest. Matthew 14:23-33. 

Verse 40
No faith; why is it, after all you have seen and heard, that you have not such confidence in me as to prevent your fear? That course of Christ in his providence which sometimes leads his people to think that he cares less for them than they do for themselves is designed to show them their unbelief, and that what they want is confidence in him, to walk by faith, and not by sight; remembering that as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are his ways higher than their ways, and his thoughts than their thoughts. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
The other side; the east side of the sea of Galilee. 

Verse 2
A man; Matthew mentions two demoniacs. Mark mentions but one, and describes his case more fully; probably because it was the more remarkable. Evil spirits are active, and have great influence in the affairs of men. Men may be tempted to disbelieve this, yet all have reason to be sober and vigilant, and steadfastly to resist their adversary the devil, who goeth about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 1 Peter 5:8-9. 

Verses 2-20
Legion of devils. Matthew 8:28-34; Matthew 26:53. 

Verse 6
Worshipped him; bowed down before him in acknowledgment of his authority and power. 

Verse 7
I adjure thee; this was said by the evil spirit, through the mouth of the man. 

Verse 9
Legion; for the number of the Roman legion, see note on Matthew 26:53. The word is here used simply in the sense of a multitude. 

We are many; the man speaks, under the influence of the evil spirits, in behalf of all of them. So in the following verse, and Mark 5:12. 

Verse 12
All the devils; Luke says many devils were entered into him. Luke 8:30. 

Verse 15
Sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind; this was evidence that the evil spirits had gone out of him, and that he was cured. 

Verse 17
Him; Jesus. Men under the power of evil spirits oppose Jesus Christ, and wish him to depart from them. Covetousness leads men to treat him in the same way. Matthew 8:34. 

Verse 18
Prayed him; besought Jesus that he might accompany him. 

Verse 20
Decapolis; or the land of the ten cities; a country lying east of the river Jordan, but including also Scythopolis and its territory on the western side. None should be afraid or ashamed to acknowledge their indebtedness to Jesus Christ, and at proper times, to make known what he hath done for them, that he may be honored, and that others may apply to him for help. 

Verses 22-43
Jairus’ daughter restored to life. Matthew 9:18-26. 

Verse 30
Virtue; healing power. 

Verse 34
Thy faith hath made thee whole; this is a specimen of the manner in which the Bible speaks of the effect of means when rightly used; it is designed to encourage men thus to use them. Though pardon and salvation come to us through the Redeemer, and his work is the meritorious ground on which we receive them, yet the exercise, on our part, of faith in him, is the appointed means of obtaining them. 

Verse 35
The Master; Jesus Christ. 

Verse 36
Only believe; believe that I am able to restore her to life, and to do what I will. 

Verse 39
Not dead, but sleepeth; her death, though real, is yet like sleep, in that she shall soon wake to life again. 

Verse 40
Those who have no faith may scoff at the idea that Jesus Christ is almighty, and able to supply all the wants of his people; they may mock at a reliance on his constant and all-sufficient aid; but in due time his people will find that their most exalted expectations are more than realized. 

Verse 41
Talitha-cumi; these were two words in Syro-Chaldaic, the language in which Christ spoke, meaning, Damsel, arise. 

Verse 43
That no man should know it; that they should not publish the particulars of this cure, the time for greater manifestation of himself not having come. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-6
His own country; Nazareth. Matthew 13:54-58. 

Verse 3
The carpenter; Jesus, before he began his ministry, seems to have wrought at the employment of a carpenter. Matthew 13:55. 

Verse 5
Could there do no mighty work; because of their unbelief, as is added by Matthew, Matthew 13:58. This is an instance of the manner in which the words can and cannot are sometimes used in the Bible: he could not consistently, or with propriety; there do many mighty works. He healed a few, but not many; not because he had not power, but for other reasons. In order to understand correctly the meaning of words which speak of ability and inability, as used in the Bible, we must consider the subject about which they were spoken, the connection in which they are found, and the manner in which the speaker and writer used them. 

Verses 7-11
The twelve apostles sent out. Matthew 10:5-15; Luke 9:1-6. 

Verse 8
Christ sends out his ministers under circumstances which are suited to teach them their dependence on him-that all their power to do good and accomplish the objects for which he employs them, comes from himself. 

Verse 11
More tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah; because the inhabitants of those cities did not sin against as great light as did those who rejected the apostles. 

Verse 14
Herod; Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great. 

Heard of him; Jesus. 

Verses 14-30
John the Baptist beheaded. Matthew 14:1-12. 

Verse 16
A guilty conscience awakened, forebodes dreadful evils; and transgressors never can enjoy permanent peace unless they repent, and believe with the heart on Him whose blood cleanseth from sin. 1 John 1:7. 

Verse 17
He had married her; Herod, as we learn from Josephus, had rejected his own wife to marry the wife of his brother Philip while he was still living. 

Verse 20
Observed him; rather, as the margin, "kept him," namely, from the resentment of Herodias. 

Did many things; he did many things to which John urged him, but he would not put away his brother’s wife. To show reverence towards God’s ministers, and do many things gladly at their suggestion, avails nothing for the salvation of the soul while the sin which God’s law forbides is cherished and persisted in. 

Verse 21
When a convenient day was come; a day suitable for the purpose of Herodias, who was watching her opportunity to destroy John. The dancing of her daughter before Herod and his lords was probably a part of the plan suggested by her. 

Verse 30
The apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus; upon their return from their mission, described in verses Mark 6:7-13. 

Verse 31
A desert place; a place less frequented, that they might be more retired. Occasional retirement from the tumult of the world is needful for all men, especially for ministers of the gospel. They need to commune much with their own hearts and with God, that by wisdom and strength derived from him in private, they may be better fitted for their public duties. 

Verse 34
As sheep not having a shepherd; destitute of teachers who cared for their souls and were able to teach them the truth. 

Verses 34-44
Five thousand fed, near the shore of the sea of Galilee. Matthew 14:15-21. 

Verses 45-52
Christ walking on the sea of Galilee. Matthew 14:22-33. 

Verse 52
Ministers of Christ, notwithstanding all the displays of his power and grace, have much remaining unbelief and hardness of heart. They need the constant influences of his Spirit, and should be watchful and prayerful, lest, after having preached to others, they themselves should be cast away. 

Verse 53
Gennesaret; a small, fertile, and beautiful region on the west side of the sea of Galilee, which is thence called the lake of Gennesaret. Luke 5:1.

Verses 53-56
The sick healed. Matthew 14:34-36. 

Verse 55
It is not enough that we come to Christ ourselves; we should be active in bringing our fellow-men to him. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-23
Traditions of the scribes and Pharisees. Matthew 15:1-20. 

Verse 4
Tables; the word in the original signifies couches, on which they were accustomed to recline at meals. 

Verse 5
Formal and hypocritical teachers of religion are prone to add to the commands of God traditions and ceremonies of their own, and to be very anxious that men should observe them, while they neglect his appointments, and connive at, if they do not encourage, similar neglect in others. 

Verse 6
Esaias; Isaiah. Isaiah 29:13-16. 

Verse 8
Human additions to the word and worship of God tend to lessen the influence of divine institutions, and should be carefully avoided. 

Verse 11
Corban-profited by me; what might have gone to thy maintenance is Corban, that is, consecrated as a religious gift to the service of the sanctuary. 

Verse 14
To understand divine things, men must hearken diligently to the teachings of Christ in his works, his word, and his providence, and seek of him habitually the illuminating and purifying influences of his Spirit. 

Verse 18
Men may take any kind of healthful food without spiritual defilement, whether human traditions allow it or not. If they acknowledge the goodness of God in giving it, and seek his blessing upon it, they may expect that it will promote their good. 

Verse 19
Entereth not into his heart; does not reach or pollute the soul. 

Verse 24
The various ways in which the different evangelists describe the same transaction, show that they did not copy one from the other. Each gives a true account, and relates those circumstances which impressed his own mind under the teaching of the Holy Ghost. 

Verses 24-30
The Syrophenician woman. Matthew 15:21-28. 

Verse 26
A Greek; that is, a Gentile. 

Syrophenician; belonging to Syrophenicia, that is, the Syrian Phenicia, so called to distinguish it from the Libyan Phenicia, on the north coast of Africa. 

Verse 27
Let the children; God’s covenant children, that is, the Jews. 

First be filled; the gospel was first to be offered to the Jews, and to them our Lord’s personal ministry on earth was chiefly restricted. See notes on Mark 7:29 and Matthew 10:5-6. 

Verse 29
For this saying-is gone out; though our Lord’s mission was "to the lost sheep of the house of Israel," Matthew 15:24, yet he always honored personal faith in himself wherever found. Matthew 8:5-13. 

Verse 35
The string of his tongue; more literally, the band of his tongue, meaning that which hindered its use. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-9
Four thousand fed. Matthew 15:32-39. 

Verse 2
In following Christ, his people may, for a time, be destitute even of the necessaries of life. But he is never unmindful of their wants, and in due time he will supply them. 

Verse 10
Dalmanutha; Matthew says he came into the coasts of Magdala. These two places were near together, so that either might be mentioned with equal propriety. 

Verses 11-13
A sign sought. Matthew 16:1-4. 

Verse 12
Sighed deeply; on account of their wickedness. Pious men are grieved at the deceit and hypocrisy of the wicked; and earnestly desire and fervently pray that by forsaking their sins and turning to God, they may be prepared for heaven. 

Verses 14-21
The leaven of the Pharisees. Matthew 16:5-12; Proverbs 19:27. 

Verse 15
The leaven of Herod; that is, of the Herodians, his partisans. Though the Pharisees and Herodians disagreed in their political opinions, they agreed in being actuated by corrupt worldly principles and a hypocritical spirit, which are here called their leaven. 

Verse 17
Hardness of heart and blindness of mind are often found to a great extent in the disciples of Christ; and were it not for his continual intercession, and the rich blessings of his Spirit, they would fall away and perish. 

Verse 23
Although Jesus Christ can bestow favors instantaneously, and without the use of means, he often sees it best to employ means, and to grant his favors gradually, that those who receive them may better understand his character, and more wisely improve the blessings which he gives. 

Verse 24
As trees, walking; he saw men walking, but could distinguish them from trees only by their motion. He did not see them clearly. 

Verse 25
Put his hands again-saw every man clearly; why the Saviour did not heal this man by an instantaneous act, as in so many other cases, we are not informed. One reason may have been, to shadow forth the gradual process by which, through his word and Spirit, he removes spiritual blindness from men’s heart. 

Verse 26
The town; Bethsaida, where so many of his mighty works were done. Matthew 11:21. 

Verses 27-38
Cesarea Philippi; a town in the north part of Galilee, and near mount Hermon. Philip the tetrarch greatly enlarged it, and called it Cesarea in honor of Tiberius Cesar. Philippi was added to distinguish it from another Cesarea which lay on the Mediterranean sea. Matthew 16:13. 

Christ foretells his death, and reproves Peter. Matthew 16:13-28. 

Verse 32
Openly; publicly and more plainly than he had done before. 

Verse 33
Savorest not; thinkest not. Thy thoughts and those of God do not agree. Compare Isaiah 55:8-9. Those who think that some other course would be better than that which Christ takes, savor not the things which be of God, but those that be of men. This was often the case with Peter, and it showed, that notwithstanding all Christ had done for him, he was very liable to err. 

Verse 34
Take up his cross; in allusion to the practice of compelling malefactors to bear their own cross to the place of execution. The meaning is, that he must make any sacrifice, submit to any self-denial, and encounter any difficulty which may be needful, in order to obey Christ’s commands. 

Verse 35
Save his life-lose it; the word life is here used in two senses: first, for the bodily life; secondly, for eternal life. 

Verse 37
In exchange for his soul; as the price of its redemption. If his soul be lost, there is no price which he can pay to redeem it. It must be lost for ever. 

Verse 38
Ashamed of me; ashamed to be my follower. 

When he cometh; at the day of judgment. If men would be owned of Christ in the day of judgment, they must be governed by his will, must not be afraid or ashamed to acknowledge him before men, and must perserveringly obey his commands. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 1
The kingdom of God come with power; the gospel established, and rendered mightily efficacious to the salvation of men. Matthew 3:2; Matthew 16:28. The assurance of the speedy triumph of the Redeemer is a source of great encouragement to his people, and prepares them for all needful labors, hardships, and sacrifices in his cause. 

Verses 2-10
The transfiguration. Matthew 17:1-9. 

Verse 7
The great business of men is to hear the instructions of Christ, especially those which relate to his sufferings and death, and so to act as to influence as many as possible to believe on him, to the salvation of their souls. 

Verse 10
What the rising from the dead should mean; though Christ had clearly foretold his resurrection from the dead, his disciples appear not to have understood, or not to have believed it. 

Verses 11-13
Elias must first come; Matthew 17:10-13. 

Verse 12
Restoreth all things; the word "restore," used also in Matthew 17:11, is taken from the Septuagint version of Malachi 4:6 : "Who Elias shall restore the heart of father to son," etc.: that is, bring them back to their former state of union in God’s service. For the meaning of this prophecy, see note on Malachi 4:6. 

And how it is written; the coming of Elias fulfils the prophecy concerning him, and also brings in its train the accomplishment of the sufferings predicted of the Son of man. 

Verse 14
Questioning; disputing or debating with them. 

Verses 14-29
The dumb spirit cast out. Matthew 17:14-21. 

Verse 15
Were greatly amazed; it has been supposed that a portion of the supernatural brightness of the Saviour’s countenance on the mount of transfiguration yet remained. 

Verse 17
Whatever calamities come upon children, it is the privilege and duty of parents to apply for them to the Saviour; and all their difficulties, however grievous or long-continued, he can remove. 

Verse 23
There is often an important connection between the faith of parents and the blessings which Christ bestows on children; and never in this world will children fully know the benefits which their parents, through earnest application to, and strong faith in the Redeemer, have been instrumental in procuring for them. 

Verse 24
Help thou; teach me to believe more fully thy willingness and power to help. 

Verses 30-32
Christ foretells his death. Matthew 17:22-23. 

Verses 33-37
Who are greatest. Matthew 18:1. 

Verse 34
Held their peace; they were silent; ashamed, no doubt, as men always have reason to be when they contend which shall be the greatest. Desire of preeminence is a besetting sin even in ministers of the gospel. It is an evidence of wordly-mindedness which their Lord observes and highly disapproves, however unobserved by men. 

Verse 38
In thy name; in professed reliance on thy power. 

He followeth not us; he did not with them attend on the Saviour. Those who think that a man cannot be useful because he does not follow them, and who are therefore disposed to hinder his doing good, differ greatly from Jesus Christ. And if Christ works by his servants in overcoming the power of evil, and exterminating wicked propensities and habits, even if forbidden by Christians, they should not, on this account, suspend their labors, or lessen their efforts for the good of men. 

Verse 39
Forbid him not; the principle which the Saviour here lays down is one of wide application. When a man is laboring in Christ’s cause with His manifest presence and blessing, forbid him not because he does not in all things agree with you, or is not of your party. 

Verse 41-42
Whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name-whosoever shall offend; the charge respecting the man that followed not with the disciples, naturally led the Saviour to speak of the great preciousness in God’s sight of deeds of kindness and love towards his disciples, especially the lowly among them, and the great sin of offending them. 

Verses 42-48
Warning against offences, or occasions of sin. Matthew 18:6-9. 

Verse 43
Offend thee; lead thee to commit an offence. The immediate reference here is to offences against Christ’s little ones, whereby they are let into sin. The hand, the foot, and the eye represent men’s strongest desires and the earthly objects dearest to them. Whatever sacrifices the doing of the will of God may require, it is wise cheerfully and promptly to make them; for the trouble it will occasion in this world is nothing to the misery which the neglect of it will occasion in the world to come. 

Verse 48
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched; language borrowed from Isaiah 66:24, where the carcasses of God’s enemies are represented as devoured by worms that never die, and fire that is never quenched. This terrible imagery teaches that in hell the misery of the wicked will never end. 

Verse 49
For every one shall be salted with fire-salted with salt; for the right understanding of this verse, the following particulars should be noted: first, the whole verse is better taken as a comparison, thus: For every one shall be salted with fire, as every sacrifice shall be salted with salt; secondly, the introductory word "for," as well as the terms used, shows that there is a reference backward to a salting with the fire of hell; thirdly, the words immediately following, "salt is good," "have salt in yourselves," make it clear that the present verse includes also the salting of God’s Spirit. The meaning, then seems to be this: Allow yourselves to be salted with the fire of God’s Spirit, which includes the fire of affliction and severe self-denial, or you will be salted with the fire of hell. In the former case men are living sacrifices, acceptable to God, seasoned with the salt of divine grace, as the Levitical sacrifices were seasoned with literal salt, Leviticus 2:13; in the latter case, they are sacrifices to God’s wrath. Men must, by the Holy Spirit, through trials, the discipline of Providence, and the word of truth, be purified from sin in this world, or remain under its power, and suffer its consequences for ever in the world to come. Hebrews 12:14; Revelation 22:10-15. 

Verse 50
Wherewith will ye season it? the man from whose soul the salt of God’s grace has perished, is fit only to be salted with the fire of his wrath. Compare Matthew 5:13. 

Have salt in yourselves; secure the preserving influences of divine grace, that you may be kept henceforward from contests for superiority and from all evil, and live in harmony and peace. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-12
Divorcement. Matthew 19:1-12. 

Verse 4
God sometimes suffers things to take place which are violations of his laws, and gives directions suited to lessen in some measure the evils of those violations, while men wickedly continue to indulge them. This, however, is not to be interpreted as if he approved of those violations, or did not require that they should be done away. 

Verse 11
Shall put away; privately, without just cause, and without due form of law. 

Committeth adultery; if a man could not marry another, after he had unjustly put away his wife, without committing adultery, he could not do it before he had put her away. And as adultery was always forbidden, polygamy of course was forbidden. 

Verse 12
She committeth adultery; as really as the husband did in the other case. Neither has a man right to have two wives, nor a woman two husbands. 

Verse 13
Children from their earliest years need the blessing of Jesus Christ, and he is greatly pleased with those parents who feel this, and bring them to him, in prayer and faith, that they may receive it. 

Verses 13-16
Christ blessing children. Matthew 19:13-15. 

Verse 14
Jesus saw it; saw that the disciples disapproved of children being brought to him for his blessing. 

Of such is the kingdom of God; both in this world and in heaven. Matthew 3:2. 

Verse 15
Receive the kingdom of God; submit to the guidance and government of Christ with the humble and docile spirit of a little child. Matthew 3:2. 

Verses 17-22
The rich young man. Matthew 19:16-22. 

Verse 21
Then Jesus-loved him; with that natural affection which good men feel towards amiable youth who are correct in their deportment, though destitute of true religion. 

One thing thou lackest; that one thing was supreme love to God. Persons may be amiable, kind, and moral in their deportment, and yet not be in heart truly pious. Such persons may at times feel anxious for their salvation, and yet not be willing to make the sacrifices and perform the duties which the gospel requires. 

Verse 22
Grieved; that this great sacrifice was required of him. Thus his idolatrous love of wealth was immediately revealed. 

Verses 23-31
Danger of riches. Matthew 19:23-30. 

Verse 24
Them that trust in riches; by these words the Saviour explains the difficulty that lies in the way of a rich man’s salvation, which is the extreme danger that he will trust in his riches; a danger against which nothing but the abundant grace of God can guard him. 

Verse 25
Great riches vastly increase the difficulties in the way of a man’s salvation; and so long as the possessor trusts in them for happiness, his salvation is impossible. 

Verse 26
Out of measure; greatly, exceedingly. 

Verse 27
With God all things are possible; he can bring even a rich man to rennounce his dependence on riches, and to trust in the living God. As God is able to show rich men that their wealth belongs to him, and that their happiness here, as well as in the future world, requires them to devote it to his service, all should pray that God will lead them to do this, and thus honor him and promote their own good and that of their fellow-men. 

Verse 29
For my sake, and the gospel’s; from attachment to me and my cause. No one makes sacrifices or performs labors in obedience to Christ, and for the purpose of honoring him, without receiving great benefits in this world, and greater in the world to come. 

Verse 30
A hundred-fold; blessings a hundred-fold greater than was the sacrifice he is called to make. 

Verse 31
First; in the enjoyment of outward privileges and blessings. 

Last; in Christ’s honor, because they have not improved these privileges. Matthew 20:16. 

Verse 32
Went before them; as their leader. The words indicate the firmness and alacrity with which he went to the sacrifice of himself on the cross. 

They were amazed; at the calmness and intrepidity with which he went up to Jerusalem, when he knew the rage and malice of his enemies. 

They were afraid; on account of the dangers to which they were exposed. 

Verse 35
James and John; their mother, as appears from Matthew, spoke for them. 

Verses 35-45
Request of Zebedee’s sons. Matthew 20:20-28. 

Verse 37
Those who hope to be great in the kingdom of Christ by being exalter to worldly authority and power, will be sadly disappointed. Their seeking greatness by these means shows that they are governed by the spirit of this world, not by the spirit of Christ. 

Verse 41
Much displeased; the apostles were displeased at the attempts of the sons of Zebedee to obtain superior rank; and Christ showed them, with much plainness, that it was not his will that such rivalry, or even such preeminence among them, should exist. 

Verse 42
They which are accounted to rule; who have the title of rulers. 

Verse 43
The way to be great in the kingdom of Christ is open to all; and all who take this way, and perseveringly pursue it, will obtain the prize. 

Verses 46-52
Blind Bartimeus. Matthew 20:29-34. 

Verse 50
Casting away his garment; his outer garment, that he might more readily go to Jesus. 

Verse 52
Thy faith hath made thee whole; the blessing which Christ granted is here ascribed to the means of obtaining it, as is often the case in the Bible. Matthew mentions two who were cured. Mark mentions but one. He may have been the more distinguished. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-11
Christ rides into Jerusalem. Matthew 21:1-17. 

Verse 2
Christ has a right to all things, because he made all things, and by him all consist. Colossians 1:16-17. He can so influence the hearts of men that they will comply with his wishes, and cheerfully give up their possessions to any extent that he may require. 

Verses 12-14
The fig-tree cursed. Matthew 21:18-22. 

Verse 13
Any thing; any of the earlier crop, for the fig-tree bears crops at different times. 

The time of figs; of the crop which this tree might have borne. The curse represented the fate of the barren church-member. 

Verse 14
Even the vegetable creation is dependent upon Christ. There is not a plant or flower in the garden, not a tree by the wayside, in the orchard, the field, or the forest, but will wither away if not supported by him. 

Verses 15-19
Traffickers driven from the temple. Matthew 21:12-17. 

Verse 16
Any vessel; any vessel used in or connected with their traffic. 

Verse 22
Men who have strong and living faith in God, who pray for things agreeable to his will, and which he has promised to grant in answer to prayer, may confidently expect, in his time and way, to receive them. 

Verse 23
This mountain; to remove a mountain was a common phrase for the most difficult thing. 

He shall have whatsoever he saith; the things which, in the name of Christ, under the guidance of his Spirit, and with the faith of miracles, he shall attempt, he shall accomplish; as when Peter said to the lame man, "In the name of Jesus Christ, rise up and walk"; and to Eneas, who had been confined to his bed eight years, "Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole." Acts 3:6; Acts 9:34. 

Verse 24
What things soever ye desire; in accordance with the will and promises of God, ye shall receive. 

Verse 25-26
In order to pray acceptably, we must have a kind and forgiving disposition. If we do not forgive others, our heavenly Father will not forgive us. To inculcate this truth, and impress it upon our minds, God has made it our duty daily to pray, "Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors." Matthew 6:12-15.

Forgiveness in prayer. Matthew 6:12-15. 

Verses 27-33
Christ’s authority. Matthew 21:23-27. 

Verse 29
Pertinent and discriminating questions may lead opposers to see the truth more clearly and feel it more deeply than cogent arguments or long discussions. Friends of truth who, like Christ, are called to meet opposers, may wisely imitate him by asking them such appropriate questions as they cannot answer without acknowledging the truth. Then, whether they answer or not, truth will triumph. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-12
Parable of the vineyeard. Matthew 21:33-46. As God is the giver and owner of all our possessions, common honesty requires that they should be employed in his service. 

Verse 9
A day of reckoning is coming, when Christ will call all men to account for the manner in which they have used the things which he intrusted to them, and will render to each according to his works. 

Verse 10
This scripture; Psalms 118:22. 

Verses 13-17
Tribute to Cesar. Matthew 22:15-22. 

Verse 17
They marvelled at him; on account of his wisdom in so easily and completely avoiding their snares. As human government is an ordinance of God, and magistrates are his ministers to execute so much of his wrath against evil-doers as is needful to protect those who do well, it is his will that men who enjoy the benefits of government should pay for its support. Magistrates have a right to compensation for their services, and it is as really wicked to defraud the government as it is to defraud individuals. 

Verses 18-27
Denial of the resurrection. Matthew 22:23-33. 

Verse 24
Wicked men often think that the difficulties which they suggest against revelation justify them in rejecting it. But a better acquaintance with the word of God would show them their folly, and the wisdom of those who receive and obey it. 

Verse 26
In the bush; the burning bush. Exodus 3:6. 

Verse 27
Do greatly err; in denying the resurrection of the body, which, according to their views, implied also that the soul does not live after death. 

Verse 28
First commandment of all; the greatest and most important. 

Verse 29
One Lord; other nations worshipped many gods, but Jehovah, the God of Israel, was the one only living and true God. 

Verse 31
Neighbor; fellow-man. 

There is none other commandment greater than these; rightly understood, they comprehend the substance of true religion. 

Verse 33
Is more; more valuable then all merely external observances. 

Verse 34
Discreetly; like one who had right views of religion. 

Not far from the kingdom of God; because he rightly apprehended its spiritual nature, and what the service of God required of him. Some persons are much nearer the kingdom of God than others. Correct views of his character and requirements, with a just estimate of internal rectitude and purity, compared with external observances, tend to prepare the mind for the reception of Christ, and for the devotion of heart and life to his service. 

Verses 35-37
Christ David’s son and Lord. Matthew 22:41-46. 

Verses 38-40
Warning against hypocrisy. Matthew 23:1-12. 

Verse 41
The treasury; the place for money to defray the expenses of the temple service. Jesus Christ is witness to what each one does for his cause. From the privilege and benefit of giving for the promotion of it, none, however poor, need be debarred. The value of their gifts in his estimation, so much on the amount as on the proportion which they give, and their motives in giving. 

Verse 42
Two mites; a very small sum. 

Verse 43
More in, than all they; more in proportion to her means-more for her, and more in God’s estimation, than all they had given was for them. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
Manner of stones; stones that were used in the building of the temple. These were immensely large. Josephus, the Jewish historian, who lived at that time, says some of them were twenty-five cubits long, eight thick, and twelve broad. The most firm and stable earthly structures are but temporary, and the most enduring earthly possessions come to an end. No one therefore should look to them as his chief good, or trust in them for happiness. 

Verses 1-8
Destruction of the temple. Matthew 24:1-8. 

Verse 4
When all these things shall be fulfilled; the things which he had predicted. 

Verses 9-23
Persecutions foretold. Matthew 24:9-28. 

Verse 11
Take no thought; avoid anxiety. 

Neither do ye premeditate; you need not prepare your defence beforehand. 

The Holy Ghost; will teach you what to say, and through you will speak the right things in the right way. 

Verse 13
It is through much tribulation that Christians must enter the kingdom of God. But they should not be anxious. Let them be found at all times in the path of duty, and when trials come they may expect to be prepared for them. God will suffer no calamities to come upon them, except those which he will overrule for the advancement of his glory and their highest good. 

Verse 14
Men must not only pray that God would help them, but they must make efforts to help themselves. God answers prayer in such a way as to encourage the performance of duty, not the neglect of it. 

Verse 23
The minuteness and accuracy with which Jesus Christ foretold the events which preceded the destruction of Jerusalem, and the perfect fulfilment of his predictions with regard to it, are conclusive evidence that he is "the faithful and true Witness"-that when the word has gone out of his mouth, it standeth for ever. See Psalms 33:11; Isaiah 46:9-11. 

Verses 24-31
Christ’s coming. Matthew 24:29-35. 

Verse 30
All these things; the things about which he had been speaking. 

Verse 32
Neither the Son; it was said to Mary, "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore"-on account of his miraculous conception by the power of God-"that holy thing," or child "shall be called the Son of God." Luke 1:35. The Son, as born of the Virgin Mary, or as man, might be said, in truth, not to know many things which the Word, who "was in the beginning with God, and was God," did know. John 1:1-3. The day here spoken of was one of those things which the Son, as man, in the sense in which it is said, he "increased in wisdom," Luke 2:52, did not know; as man, he neither knew, nor was commissioned to make it known. Nothing but the event would reveal it. 

Verse 33
Watch and pray; Matthew 24:42-44. 

Verse 35
The master of the house; who here represents Jesus Christ. As we know not the time of our death, and no man can reveal it to us, duty and interest require that we should so live as to be always ready. Then, whether we die suddenly, or after lingering illness, no sooner shall we be "absent from the body," than we shall be "present with the Lord," beholding his glory and rejoicing in the fulness of his love. 

Verse 36
Sleeping; unprepared to meet him. 

Verse 37
Watch; that when your Lord shall come, you may be ready. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1
When men’s hearts are set upon doing mischief, their minds will be fruitful in resources to accomplish. 

Verses 1-9
Christ’s head anointed. Matthew 26:1-13. 

Verse 3
Love is fruitful in ways of expressing itself towards the object beloved. That which would be thought by others quite too expensive, and requiring too much self-denial, is performed, under the influence of true affection, with alacrity and delight. 

Verse 4
Persons may be in the same society, and yet their hearts be going out towards totally different objects. Mary, in the fervor of love for the Saviour, was anointing him with very precious ointment, while Judas was saying, "Wherefore is this waste?" and preparing to go to his murderers with the question, "What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you?" Surely, "He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats." 

Verse 5
Three hundred pence; in the Greek, three hundred denarii. The denarius is commonly estimated at about fifteen cents. Three hundred denarii, then, would be about forty-five dollars. 

Verse 8
She hath done what she could; showed her love in the best way in her power. 

Verse 10-11
Judas selleth his Master. Matthew 26:14-16. 

Verse 12
Killed the passover; killed the lamb that was slain on that occasion. 

Verses 12-16
Passover prepared. Matthew 26:17-19. 

Verse 13
The city; Jerusalem. 

Verse 14
Good man; the master of the house. 

Guest-chamber; a spare room for the use of visitors. It was customary at the time of the passover to keep such rooms ready furnished for the accommodation of strangers. 

Verses 17-31
The last supper. Matthew 26:20-35. 

Verse 19
The thought of being instrumental in betraying Jesus Christ, and injuring his cause, is painful to his friends, and should lead them to earnest prayer and vigorous effort, that they may be kept from the commission of such dreadful sin. 

Verse 23
The "fruit of the vine" is a proper element with which to celebrate the Lord’s supper. It is a representation of his blood, which was shed for many for the remission of sins. All his friends should drink of it, in kind and grateful remembrance of him. 

Verse 29
Great self-confidence is a disciple of Christ is the forerunner of a speedy downfall. "He that trusteth his own heart is a fool." Proverbs 28:26. 

Verses 32-46
The agony in the garden. Matthew 26:36-50. 

Verse 35
The most earnest desires and fervent prayers for deliverance from evils are entirely consistent with perfect resignation to the will of God with regard to them. 

Verse 36
Abba; a Syriac word, meaning, Father. 

This cup; the sufferings that were before him. 

Verse 41
Sleep on now-it is enough; some take the first clause interrogatively: Do ye now sleep on in such circumstances? it is enough that ye have slept, etc. Others take the first clause ironically, and the second earnestly: Sleep on now, if ye can in such circumstances, etc. Others still take the first clause permissively, as much as to say, My season of prayer when I desired you to watch is ended: sleep on for the rest of the time before the betrayer comes. And then, after a pause, as he sees Judas coming, It is enough that you have slept, etc. The latter is perhaps the preferable view. 

Verse 45
Master, Master; appearing to acknowledge him as his Lord, and to be rejoiced to see him. 

Verse 49
The scriptures must be fulfilled; those scriptures which foretold that he would be taken and put to death. 

Verse 50
All forsook him, and fled; all the disciples, lest they should be taken also. In times of great danger, our dependence cannot safely be placed on men; not even on good men. They cannot trust themselves. Their good resolutions may vanish, and their courage die. There is no safe dependence but on God. 

Verse 51
A certain young man; who this young man was we have no means of knowing. He had perhaps been awakened by the tumult, hastily left his bed, cast a loose covering over him, and joined the crowd. 

Young men; the soldiers or servants. 

Laid hold on him; seized him, as if he were one of Christ’s disciples. 

Verse 55
The council; the sanhedrim, which was the highest Jewish tribunal. 

Found none; none that testified in such a manner as to answer their purpose. 

Verse 58
Made with hands; this was not true. What he did say, and what he meant, is stated in John 2:19-21. 

Verse 68
No one knows to what depths of iniquity a good man, when left to himself, will fall. He may deny his best friend, desert his greatest benefactor, and even testify and swear to a known lie. Were it not for the grace of God, he would never rise, but sink lower and lower in wickedness and woe for ever. 

Verse 69
One of them; one of the disciples of Jesus. 

Verse 70
Thy speech agreeth thereto; he spoke like a Galilean. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-20
Christ before Pilate. Matthew 27:1-31; Luke 23:1-25; John 18:28-40; John 19:1-16. 

Verse 10
Envy; the uneasiness which they felt at his superior excellence and increasing influence. 

Verse 11
When men who have the Bible and profess to be religious, prefer a robber and a murderer to the Prince of life, the Saviour of men, and wish the one to be set at liberty and the other crucified, they show that "the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." Jeremiah 17:9. No one, in view of such facts, need to marvel that men must be "born again," in order to inherit the kingdom of God. 

Verse 16
Pretorium; the hall where the Roman governor, or praetor, held his court. 

Verse 19
A reed; the reed, or staff, which, in derision, they had put into his hand as a sceptre. 

Worshipped him; prostrated themselves in derision, or bowed before him, as subjects do before their king. 

Verses 21-39
The crucifixion. Matthew 27:32-64. 

Verse 23
Wine; Matthew says vinegar. It was probably wine which was soured, and might be called by either name. 

Mingled with myrrh; see note on Matthew 27:34. 

Verse 24
Men may be perfectly free, and accountable for their conduct, may commit great wickedness, and be ripening for ruin, and yet, in doing this, be fulfilling predictions which were uttered hundreds of years before; thus proving the truth of the Scriptures, and fulfilling the purposes of God. Psalms 22:18. 

Verse 25
Third hour; nine o’clock in the morning. 

Verse 26
The King of the Jews; the crime for which the chief priests accused him before Pilate was, that he claimed to be king of the Jews, and thus was guilty of treason against the Roman government; though it was not for this, but for blasphemy in claiming to be the Son of God, that their council condemned him. 

Verse 28
The scripture was fulfilled; Isaiah 53:12. 

Verse 33
Sixth hour-until the ninth hour; from twelve o’clock, or noon, till three o’clock in the afternoon. 

Verse 34
As Jesus Christ never committed sin, but was in all things a pattern of perfection, and yet voluntarily died a most shameful and agonizing death, he must have died a propitiation for the sins of men, "the just for the unjust," "that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 1 Peter 3:18; John 3:15. 

Verse 37
This love of Jesus, as manifested in his humiliation and kindness, his sufferings and death for the sins of men, is great beyond all finite comprehension; and to be constrained by it to love and serve him, is guilt unspeakably great. 

Verses 40-47
Christ’s burial. Matthew 27:55-61; Luke 23:50-56; John 10:31-42. 

Verse 42
The preparation; the first day of the feast was called the day of preparation; the next, commencing at the setting of the sun, was the Sabbath; and it was a rule that the body of a malefactor should not remain on the cross over the Sabbath. 

Verse 43
Waited for the kingdom of God; he believed that Jesus was the Messiah, and expected that he would soon set up his kingdom. 

Boldly; he was inspired by the Holy Spirit with courage, notwithstanding the Saviour was dead, thus to show his attachment to him. Jesus Christ sometimes has friends where we should least expect them. They may be associated with the wicked, and yet, through grace, be kept from being partakers of their sins. On the other hand, exceedingly wicked men may be connected with the people of God. In the council which condemned the Saviour was Joseph waiting for the kingdom of God; while among the apostles, Christ’s chosen friends, was Judas who betrayed him. Luke 23:51. 

Verse 44
The centurion; the officer who had charge of the crucifixion. Thus it was rendered certain that Jesus was truly dead. 

Verse 46
A sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock; God so ordered things, that he was not buried in the graveyard of common malefactors, but where there could be the fullest evidence that on the third day he rose from the dead. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verse 1
Anoint him; it was customary to anoint and embalm dead bodies in order to preserve them. 

Verses 1-8
The resurrection. Matthew 28:1. 

Verse 3
When men love the Saviour and wish to honor him, they will often meet with difficulties. But if obstructed in one way, let them honor him in another; in due time apparently insurmountable obstacles may be in unexpected ways removed. 

Verse 7
Though the friends of Christ may have deserted and even denied him, yet when they repent and turn to him he freely forgives them, and delights in removing their sorrows and promoting their joys. 

Verse 11
Believed not; this shows, that notwithstanding all our Lord had said concerning his rising from the dead on the third day, his disciples did not expect it. 

Verse 12
Another form; one different from that in which he had appeared before. Luke 24:13-31. 

Verse 13
The residue; those disciples who remained at Jerusalem. 

Verse 14
The eleven; the eleven apostles. Judas having hung himself. 

Upbraided them; sharply rebuked them for their unbelief, in not receiving the testimony of those who had seen him after his resurrection. To reject competent evidence in matters of religion, is a great sin. It shows unbelief and hardness of heart, which are exceedingly offensive to God. Without faith in what he has revealed, it is impossible to please him. Hebrews 11:6. 

Verse 15
All the world; wherever men are found. 

Preach the gospel; proclaim the glad tidings of salvation through repentance of sin, and faith in Jesus Christ. 

Every creature; every human being who can hear and understand it. It is the will of Christ that the gospel should be preached to all men. By repenting of sin and believing in him all may obtain it; and if they do not, they will, by their neglect, be self-destroyers. 

Verse 16
He that believeth; receives the testimony of God, and treats it, in his feelings and conduct, as true. 

Is baptized; expresses his belief in God’s testimony concerning his Son, not in words only, but in actions, according to Christ’s directions. 

Shall be saved; saved from the practice and consequences of sin; inclined and enabled to practise holiness, and to continue in it, till, through grace, he is prepared for, and raised to the eternal holiness and bliss of heaven. 

Believeth not; does not so credit the testimony of God, especially in regard to his Son, and the way of life through him, as to love and obey him. 

Shall be damned; shall be left in the love and practice of sin through time, and be miserable to eternity. Though salvation through Christ should be preached to all men, yet none, without believing on and obeying him, will be saved. 

Verse 17
In my name; in reliance on my power, and making it known that it is I, and not they, who perform the miracles. Acts 3:6. 

Speak with new tongues; in languages which they had not before known. Acts 2:4-11. 

Verse 18
Serpents; poisonous reptiles. They would be able, when needful, to handle them without injury. Acts 28:3-6. 

Deadly thing; mortal poison. 

Lay hands on the sick, Acts 9:17. 

Verse 19
Received up into heaven; Acts 1:9. 

Right hand of God; a phrase denoting great exaltation and honor. As God has shown by the most conclusive evidence the truth of his gospel, those who continue to reject it are without excuse, and will perish with an awfully aggravated destruction. 

Verse 20
The Lord working with them; by miracles, showing that they were sent of him; by removing obstacles, and giving them access to men: by accompanying the proclamation of his truth with his own power, and causing it to produce divine effects. 

